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This week’s report contains information on the recent heavy rain and flooding in 
Queensland and northern New South Wales. See section 3 for more detail. 

Summary of key issues 
• Ex-tropical cyclone ‘Oswald’ has brought record-breaking rainfall and flooding to much of 

the Queensland and northern New South Wales coast. See section 3. 

• Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Assistance (NDRRA) is now available for a total of 50 
Queensland and 10 New South Wales local government areas affected by ex-tropical 
cyclone ‘Oswald’ and associated rainfall and flooding. 

• Severe fire danger warnings are current in western Queensland and central Western 
Australia. The bushfire threat in eastern Australia has eased with most remaining fires at 
Advice level. 

• Water storage levels in the Murray–Darling Basin have decreased by 436 gigalitres this 
week and are at 73 per cent of total capacity. 

• Data from the Brazil Sugar Industry Association indicates that sugar production in Centre 
South region of Brazil, which produces around 90 per cent of Brazil’s sugarcane, increased 
to 34.1 million tonnes in 2012–13, 9 per cent higher than in 2011–12.  

• The wholesale prices of vegetables were generally lower in the week ending 26 January 
2013 with the prices of pumpkins (grey bulk), tomato (field gourmet), onions (brown) and 
broccoli were all lower. 

• Saleyard lamb prices rose in the week ending 25 January 2013. The largest increases were 
in Victoria and Western Australia where the lamb indicator price (18-22kg fat score 2-4) 
rose in both states by around 9 per cent to 366 and 316 cents per kilogram, respectively. 

 

Outlook 2013 conference – registrations open 
Registrations are now open for Australia’s premier agricultural economics and 
commodity forecasting event. Details at www.daff.gov.au/abares/outlook 
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1. Climate 
1.1. Notable events 
• Ex-tropical cyclone ‘Oswald’ has brought record-breaking rainfall and flooding to much of the Queensland 

and northern New South Wales coast, resulting in crop and stock losses, infrastructure damage and 
disruption to transport and distribution networks. See section 3 for more detail. 

• Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Assistance (NDRRA) is now available for a total of 50 Queensland and 
10 New South Wales local government areas affected by ex-tropical cyclone ‘Oswald’ and associated 
rainfall and flooding. 

• Ex-tropical cyclone ‘Peta’ has brought welcome rain to parts of the Western Australia rangelands. There 
has been some disruption to shipping in Port Hedland and Dampier but no large-scale damage has been 
reported. 

• Many areas beyond the localised effects of the cyclones are experiencing hot, dry and windy conditions. 
The New South Wales Riverina is reporting sunburt fruit. 

• Severe fire danger warnings are current in western Queensland and central Western Australia. The 
bushfire threat in eastern Australia has eased with most remaining fires at Advice level.  

• El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) indicators remain at neutral levels, unchanged from previous 
assessments. This should persist through summer and into autumn (Bureau of Meteorology ENSO ‘Wrap-
up’, 29 January 2013). 

1.2. Rainfall this week 
For the week ending 30 January 2013, record-breaking falls were recorded across coastal Queensland and New 
South Wales as ex-tropical cyclone ‘Oswald’ passed over the region. Rain also fell over much of central 
Western Australia in the wake of ex-tropical cyclone ‘Peta’ with the heaviest falls occurring south of Port 
Hedland. A monsoonal trough over the Kimberley and the Top End has also led to falls of up to 100mm. The 
highest rainfall total for the week was 995 millimetres at Captain Creek, northeast of Bundaberg in 
Queensland. For further information, go to www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/weeklyrain.shtml. 

Rainfall for the week ending 30 January 2012 
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1.3. Temperature anomalies this week 
Spatial temperature analyses are based on historical weekly temperature data provided by the Bureau of 
Meteorology. These temperature anomaly maps show the departure of the maximum and the minimum from 
their respective long-term average. Temperature anomalies are calculated using high resolution gridded 
datasets from 1911 onwards. For further information on temperature anomalies, go to 
www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/. 

Maximum temperature anomalies for the week ending 29 January 2013 
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Minimum temperature anomalies for the week ending 29 January 2013 

 
©Commonwealth of Australia 2013, Australia Bureau of Meteorology   Issued: 30/01/2013   

http://www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/


 
 

1.4. Rainfall outlook 

The rainfall forecast below is produced from computer models. As it contains no input from weather 
forecasters, it is important to also check local forecasts and warnings by the Bureau of Meteorology. 

Total forecast rainfall for the period 31 January to 7 February 2013 
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2. Water 

2.1. Water availability 

• Water storage levels in the Murray–Darling Basin have decreased by 436 gigalitres (GL) this week and are 
at 73 per cent of total capacity. This is 9 percentage points or 2100 GL less than this time last year. 

2.2. Water storages 

Water storage in the Murray–Darling Basin (NSW, Victoria and Queensland) 
 

 
Information on irrigation water available in the Murray–Darling Basin from 1 January 2001 to 
31 January 2013 is shown above. The top horizontal (red) line indicates the storage level at the similar 
time last year. The bottom horizontal (orange) line indicates the amount of ‘dead’ or unusable storage.  

  



 
 

3. The floods in Queensland and northern New South Wales 
3.1. Extent of the floods 

• The low pressure system associated with ex-tropical cyclone Oswald has moved down the east coast of Australia 
this week resulting in heavy rainfall and major flooding being recorded across southern Queensland and 
northern New South Wales.  

• All Severe Weather warnings associated with ex-tropical cyclone Oswald were cancelled by the Bureau of 
Meteorology on Wednesday 30 January 2013. 

• The flooding across many areas of Queensland has been severe, but particularly at Bundaberg, Mundubbera and 
Gayndah, where people are only now starting to be able to assess the damage.  

• In northern New South Wales, severe flooding has generally been restricted to the Clarence Valley and the 
Tweed area. 

• Flooding generally affects low-lying areas and comprises a small proportion of the total land area, which means 
the effects of flooding on agricultural production tend to be localised. 

• In Queensland, major flooding is gradually easing on the Burnett River at Bundaberg after recording a record 
peak of 9.53 meters at around 3:00 pm on Tuesday 29 January 2013. 

• In New South Wales, major flooding is also easing on the Clarence River after peaking at 8.08 meters at around 
11:00 am at Grafton on Tuesday 29 January 2013.  

• Flood warnings remain current for many river systems in Queensland and New South Wales although many river 
levels are receding. 

• Moderate to major flooding will continue in areas of the Fitzroy, Moonie, Macintyre and Condamine-Balonne 
river systems for the next one to two weeks as the flood peaks move down these large river systems. 

• Over the next few days, localised rainfall from shower and thunderstorm activity is not expected to exacerbate 
the flooding at this stage. 

• Some crops are likely be affected by floodwater for up to a week. 

MODIS satellite image showing flood extent of the Clarence River at 29 January 2013 

 
Source: NASA/GSFC, MODIS Rapid 



 
 

3.2. Commodities produced in flood affected areas and possible damage 
The floods will cause individual producers hardship in affected areas where they have suffered damage to 
crops, livestock and farm assets. At the same time, other parts of Queensland and New South Wales will 
benefit from the positive effects of the rainfall on crops and pastures. Further information should be available 
in next week’s edition of this report. 

Grain sorghum 
• There appears to be only limited flooding of grain sorghum crops in southern Queensland and northern 

New South Wales. 

• Some early sown crops are reported to have been damaged by high winds but the extent of this is still 
being assessed. 

• In northern New South Wales, some late-sown crops will benefit from the rainfall but most crops are too 
close to harvest for any further growth to occur. The planting window for grain sorghum is now closed in 
northern New South Wales, which means the rainfall has come too late to facilitate further planting in this 
region. 

• In central Queensland, the planting window is still open and some producers may take advantage of the 
moisture to plant additional area to grain sorghum. The rainfall will benefit the development of late sown 
crops. 

Cotton 
• There have been reports of some damage to cotton crops in the Biloela region of Queensland.   

• The rainfall is likely to benefit cotton producers by replenishing water supplies for irrigation, particularly 
around St. George where the E. J. Beardmore dam level is reported to be 27 per cent of capacity. 

Sugar 
• Some limited damage to cane has been reported in Bundaberg, Maryborough, Mackay and Plane Creek, 

and Mossman regions.  

• The rainfall is seen as benefitting cane yields with yield increases likely to more than offset any losses of 
cane due to flooding. 

Livestock 
• There have been reports of stock losses, but the full extent of losses will not be known until the flood 

waters recede fully. 

• Some dairy production has suffered from disruption to transport and electricity supplies. Some further 
adverse effects are likely in affected areas, including a possible fall in milk yields. 

Horticulture 
• Around 30 per cent of Australia’s vegetable production occurs in Queensland, much of it on low-lying 

flood-prone land. Some of these crops have been flood damaged but the full extent of losses will not be 
known until the flood waters recede fully. 

• Some damage to citrus trees, packing sheds and other infrastructure has been reported at Gayndah and 
other fruit-growing areas on the Burnett. About 60 per cent of the gross value of Australia's mandarins 
and 40 per cent of lemons were produced in Wide Bay-Burnett Statistical Division in 2010–11, with most 
production concentrated around Gayndah and Mundubbera. 

• Road closures due to the floods have prevented some produce getting to market. 
  



 
 

4. Commodities 

4.1. Production and commodities 
• The world wheat indicator price (US No. 2 hard red winter, free on board Gulf ports) averaged US$347 a 

tonne in the week ending 28 January 2013, compared with US$353 a tonne in the previous week. 

• The world coarse grains indicator price (US No. 2 yellow corn, free on board Gulf ports) averaged US$308 a 
tonne for the week ending 30 January 2013, largely unchanged from the previous week. 

• The world canola indicator price (Rapeseed, Europe, free on board Hamburg) averaged US$642 a tonne in 
the week ending 29 January 2013, compared with US$630 a tonne in the previous week. 

• The world cotton indicator price (the Cotlook ‘A’ index) increased by around 3 per cent in the week ending 
30 January 2013 to average US88.5 cents a pound, its highest level in more than 7 months. 

• The world sugar indicator price (Intercontinental Exchange, nearby futures, No. 11 contract) increased by 
around 1 per cent in the week ending 30 January 2013 to average US18.5 cents a pound. 

• Data from the Brazil Sugar Industry Association indicates that sugar production in Centre South region of 
Brazil, which produces around 90 per cent of Brazil’s sugarcane, increased to 34.1 million tonnes in  
2012–13, 9 per cent higher than in 2011–12. 

• China Cotton Reserve Procurement data shows that, as at 22 January 2013, the government has 
purchased 85 per cent of the domestic crop in the 2012–13 season and added 5.83 million tonnes to the 
national reserve. At this level, government purchase is around 75 per cent higher than the total volume 
purchased in 2011–12. 

• The Australian canola indicator price (Portland, Victoria) averaged $538 a tonne in the week ending 
30 January 2013, largely unchanged from the previous week. 

• Changes to the wholesale prices of fruit were mixed in the week ending 26 January 2013. Banana 
(cavendish), blueberry and strawberry prices were higher, while watermelon (seedless) and avocado 
(hass) prices were lower. 

• The wholesale prices of vegetables were generally lower in the week ending 26 January 2013 with the 
prices of pumpkins (grey bulk), tomato (field gourmet), onions (brown) and broccoli were all lower while 
the prices of cauliflower and beans (round stringless) were higher. 

• The Queensland young cattle indicator price (330–400 kg live weight C3) fell by around 2 per cent to 
325 cents a kilogram in the week ending 25 January 2013. Young cattle prices also fell by 4 per cent in 
both Victoria and South Australia to 298 cents a kilogram and 266 cents a kilogram, respectively. 

• The Australian Eastern Market Indicator (EMI) wool price remained largely unchanged in the week ending 
24 January 2013 to average 1099 cents a kilogram clean. The total number of bales offered at auction 
declined by 10 per cent, compared with the previous week. 

• Saleyard lamb prices rose in the week ending 25 January 2013. The largest increases were in Victoria and 
Western Australia where the lamb indicator price (18-22kg fat score 2-4) rose in both states by around 
9 per cent to 366 and 316 cents per kilogram, respectively. In other states, the indicator price rose by 
4 per cent in New South Wales to 347 cents per kilogram and 3 per cent in South Australia to 347 cents 
per kilogram. 

  



 
 

4.2. Recent movements in fruit and vegetable prices 
Weekly wholesale prices for selected fruit, Melbourne market 

  
Weekly wholesale prices for selected vegetables, Melbourne market 

  



 
 

4.3. Selected world indicator prices  

  

  



 
 

4.4. Crop indicator prices 

  

  



 
 

4.5. Livestock indicator prices  

  

  



 
 

4.6. Global Dairy Trade (GDT) weighted average prices  

 



 
 

5. Data attribution 

Climate 
Bureau of Meteorology 

• Weekly rainfall totals: www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/rain/index.jsp 

• Monthly and last 3-months rainfall percentiles: www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/ 

• Temperature anomalies: www.bom.gov.au/jsp/awap/ 

• Rainfall forecast: www.bom.gov.au/jsp/watl/rainfall/pme.jsp 

• Seasonal outlook: www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead 

• Drought statement: www.bom.gov.au/climate/drought/drought.shtml 

• ENSO Wrap-Up: www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/ 

• Soil moisture (BoM, CSIRO and the former Bureau of Rural Sciences): www.eoc.csiro.au/awap/ 

Water 
New South Wales 

• New South Wales Water Information: http://waterinfo.nsw.gov.au/ 

• New South Wales Office of Water, Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water: 
www.water.nsw.gov.au/Home/default.aspx 

• Available water determinations register: 
www.wix.nsw.gov.au/wma/DeterminationSearch.jsp?selectedRegister=Determination 

• Snowy Hydro: www.snowyhydro.com.au/lakeLevels.asp?pageID=47&parentID=61&grandParentID=4 
Queensland 

• Sunwater: www.sunwater.com.au 

• seqwater: http://seqwater.com.au 
South Australia 

• SA Water: www.sawater.com.au/SAWater/Environment/TheRiverMurray/River+Murray+Levels.htm 

• South Australian Department of Water: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au/ 

Victoria 

• Goulburn–Murray Water: www.g-mwater.com.au 
Water trading 

• Waterexchange: www.waterexchange.com.au 

Commodities 
Fruit and vegetables 

• Datafresh: www.datafresh.com.au 
Mutton, lambs, wheat, barley and grain sorghum 

• The Land: hardcopy or online at http://theland.farmonline.com.au/markets.aspx 
Cattle, mutton, lambs and pigs 

• Meat and Livestock Australia: www.mla.com.au/Prices-and-markets 

Canola 

• Weekly Times: hardcopy  

Dairy 
• Global Dairy Trade: http://www.globaldairytrade.info/Results/HistoricalData.aspx 
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